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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to January 16 this season contained record-high proportions 
of cotton stapling 35 and 36, according to the Department of Agriculture, Consumer and Marketing Service. 
The average staple of upland ginnings through mid-January was 34.0 thirty-seconds inches, the longest av- 
erage for any comparable period on record. Strict Low Middling and higher White grades accounted for the 
same percentage of ginnings as a year earlier. 


The average staple of upland cotton ginned prior to January 16 this season was 34.0 thirty-seconds inches, 
the longest average for any like period on record, Cotton stapling 36 and longer accounted for 16 percent 
of ginnings through January 15 compared with seven percent in each of the two preceding seasons. Staple 
36 cotton comprised a record-high percentage - 15 percent - of ginnings prior to January 16 this season 
while staple 35 cotton comprised 34 percent of the total ginnings, another record-high. Cotton in the 
lengths 34 and shorter was equivalent to 49 percent of total ginnings, down sharply from the 73 percent 
in these lengths a year ago. 


The grade index of upland cotton ginned through January 15 this season was 90.3 (Middling White=100). 
This is the lowest grade index for any comparable period on record and compares with 91.6 a year earlier. 
Strict Low Middling and higher White grades comprised 50 percent of this season's ginnings prior to Jan- 
uary 16, the same percentage as a year ago. The Light Spotted and other Colored grades accounted for 33 
percent of total ginnings against 32 percent last season. There was a substantial increase in the per- 
centage of grade reductions in this season's ginnings. Sixteen percent of total ginnings was reduced in 
-grade because of grass or bark compared with seven percent in the corresponding period a year ago. 


The average mike of upland cotton ginned prior to January 16 this season was 4.1 compared with 4.3 in the 
same period last season. Cotton miking below 3.5 comprised 16 percent of ginnings against seven percent 
a year earlier. Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike category was equivalent to 79 percent of the total compared 
with 84 percent in the previous season. Five percent of ginnings through mid-January was in the 5.0 and 
above category against nine percent a year ago. 


Fiber strength test results indicated that cotton in this season's ginnings prior to January 16 was weaker 
than in the similar period a year ago. The average fiber strength was 82,000 pounds per square inch a- . 
gainst 86,000 pounds last season. Cotton 90,000 pounds per square inch and stronger accounted for 14 
percent of ginnings through January 15 compared with 24 percent a year earlier. 


The supply of upland cotton to January 16 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 13.8 million 
bales compared with 15.6 million bales a year earlier. Supplies of most cotton stapling 34 and shorter 
were down considerably from a year ago. The largest decreases occurred in staple 34 which was down 2.1 
million bales and in staple 33 cotton which was reduced by 0.9 million bales. Supplies of cotton in the 
lengths 35 and 36 were up from a year earlier by 1.4 million bales and 0.8 million respectively, The 
distribution of this season's supply to January 16, by grades, indicates large decreases from last season 
in the middle White and the middle Light Spotted grades. Supplies of Middling, Strict Low Middling and 
Low Middling, combined, were smaller by 1.4 million bales, and supplies of Middling Light Spotted and 
Strict Low Middling Light Spotted were down 0.8 million bales. 


American Pima cotton ginned prior to January 16 this season contained proportionately less longer staples 
and higher grades than a year ago. The staples 46 and longer comprised 20 percent of ginnings through 
mid-January against 24 percent a year earlier. Grades 3 and higher were equivalent to 33 percent of total 
ginnings compared with 50 percent in these higher grades last season. Ginnings of American Pima cotton 
through January 15 totaled 87,400 bales against 54,300 bales ginned through the same date a year ago. 


Cotton ginned prior to January 16 this season totaled 9,744,000 bales, according to the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus. This compares with 10,037,000 bales ginned to the same‘date a year earlier and 9,815,000 bales two 
years ago. Ginnings in the December l1-January 15 period this season totaled 1,829,000 bales against 
1,207,000 bales ginned in the same six-week period last season. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to January 16 this season and last season, by states 1/ 





Grade reductions 


State Grass Total reductions 
1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 
Pet. Pet. Pct. Pet. Pet. Pct. Pet. Pet. 

North Carolina aoe a4: * * = * bere 7.4 
South Carolina 16.2 10.0 0.6 1.9 - * 16.8 11.9 
Georgia 8.6 3.4 1.7 4.9 * - 10.3 8.3 
Florida 9.4 eee, One les Osa On 10.0 13.8 
Alabama 9.9 9.8 Or2 Os * . LO ca: LOR 
Mississippi 4.7 its ore Ls * Or 12.9 LSaic 
Tennessee 6.21 8.8 ae Let * . 8.2 10.8 
Missouri tao 2.6 0.3 0.2 * OFF 222 2.9 
Arkansas 4.3 ee 3 Oe * 0.1 5.6 7.6 
Louisiana Aas 7.4 Sea es * * 8.2 Sev 
Oklahoma ye 0.4 onl 30.0 Oe: = 3.4 30.4 
Texas ae 1.9 aly 38.4 * * 5.6 AOS 
New Mexico 0.6 Zreuh 6.2 a5 O's * 6.9 ee 
Arizona dee 3.4 Cie 6.4 0.6 Ost 4.0 a0'G 
California 2.8 Pe) Ont OZ Opal OF Ba) 3 Si 
Other Awa Dest} 0.9 ee Os2 - Sia. 3.9 
United States Seid ee) 3.4 at) al Om OvT Var Lowe 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
- Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple 2 






Grade 


December 1-January 15 Season through January 15 

















and 
Staple ogps 1970 1970 1970 1971 1970 | 1971 
Grade Bales Bales Pet. Pct. Bales Bales rote «Pets 
- (10) - - “ - - + - e 
2 (20) 101 14 05 * 2,571 828 4.7 0.9 
3 (30) 6,584 4,146 Beet 1406 24,533 27,631 45,3. 931.6 
4 (40) 57 las? 15,143 34.6. 53.3 17, 458 42 ,980 $2.2 (4044 
S (50) 3,018 6 ,039 14.7 21.2 5,662 11,901 10.4 13.6 
6 (60) 1,879 1,393 9.2 4.9 2230 2,028 3.9 2.42 
F (70) 1, 100 706 Si7 255 1,259 794 ea 0.9 
8 (80) 376 444 1.8 Lié 376 521 aur 0.6 
9 (90) 189 281 0.9 1.0 189 393 0.3 0.4 
10 (00) 96 270 O35 0.9 96 285 0.2 0.3 
Total 20,523 28,436 100.0 100.0 54,274 87,361 100.6 100.0 
Staple Code (32nd inches) 
40 and shorter 53 130 0.2 0.5 53 160 0.3 OZ 
42 2,488 1,810 12.1 6.4 2.572 1,910 7 | 2.2 
44 15,287 23 227 7446 +81'.6 38,599 67 ,853 Te gan) FTG 
46 2,695 3,269 13 gala 13,050 17,438 240 20.0 
48 and longer ~ - - - - - - - 
Total 20,523 28,4836 100.0 100.0 54,274 87,362 (10020 100.0 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
A Less than 0.05 percent. 


